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Every presidentia election since 1964 has been won by the candidate backed by the most united party; yet as
party unity has become more important to voting decisions, it has also become increasingly difficult to
achieve. In hislatest book, Martin Wattenberg offers an in-depth interpretation of the presidential elections
of the 1980s, illuminating current theories of political behavior and how they operate in today's candidate-
centered politics.

Wattenberg investigates the impact that political parties' declining relevance has had on presidential politics.
Asthe parties ability to polarize opinion weakened and voters were set politically adrift, the candidates
themselves had to fill the power vacuum. Interestingly, as the candidates have become more prominent, their
popularity has spiraled downward. Wattenberg's national survey data debunks the notion of Reagan as the
"teflon president;’ demonstrating that many negative judgments stuck to Reagan's public image throughout
the 1980s, particularly the criticisms of his conservative policies.

The author's intricate analysis shows that many people were torn between candidates whose policies they
preferred and those who they thought would produce the best results, and these contradictory attitudes were
primarily resolved in favor of Reagan and Bush.

This book is not only the successor volume to the author's widely used book on American parties, itisalso a
controversial and thought-provoking commentary on American parties, politics, and representative
government.
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From reader reviews:
Francis Dawson:

This The Rise of Candidate-Centered Politics: Presidential Elections of the 1980s are generally reliable for
you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Rise of Candidate-
Centered Politics: Presidential Elections of the 1980s can be one of many great books you must have will be
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will
shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Rise of Candidate-Centered Politics:
Presidential Elections of the 1980s giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving
you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Helen Thibodeaux:

The book untitled The Rise of Candidate-Centered Politics: Presidential Elections of the 1980s contain alot
of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very easy to understand
al the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author.
The author will take you in the new age of literary works. Y ou can easily read this book because you can
read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site aswell as order it. Have a nice study.

Lynette Petree:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
aright you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Rise of
Candidate-Centered Politics: Presidentia Elections of the 1980s which is keeping the e-book version. So , try
out this book? Let's observe.

Brandy Anderson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up
being rare? Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to
reading. Some people likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and The Rise of Candidate-
Centered Politics: Presidential Elections of the 1980s or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for
you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was
created for teacher aswell as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge.
In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Rise of Candidate-Centered Politics:
Presidential Elections of the 1980s to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like



this.
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