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Diane McKinney-Whetstone’s nationally bestselling novel, Tumbling, immersed us into Philadelphia’s black
community during the Civil Rights era, and she returns to the city in this new historical novel about a cast of
nineteenth-century characters whose colorful lives intersect at the legendary Lazaretto—America’s first
quarantine hospital.

Isolated on an island where two rivers meet, the Lazaretto quarantine hospital is the first stop for immigrants
who wish to begin new lives in Philadelphia. The Lazaretto’s black live-in staff forge a strong social
community, and when one of them receives permission to get married on the island the mood is one of
celebration, particularly since the white staff—save the opium-addicted doctor—are given leave for the
weekend. On the eve of the ceremony, a gunshot rings out across the river. A white man has fired at a boat
carrying the couple’s friends and family to the island, and the captain is injured. His life lies in the hands of
Sylvia, the Lazaretto’s head nurse, who is shocked to realize she knows the patient.

Intertwined with the drama unfolding at the Lazaretto are the fates of orphan brothers. When one brother
commits a crime to protect the other, he imperils both of their lives—and the consequences ultimately deliver
both of them to the Lazaretto.

In this masterful work of historical fiction, Diane McKinney-Whetstone seamlessly transports us to
Philadelphia in the aftermath of the Civil War and Lincoln’s assassination, beautifully evoking powerful
stories of love, friendship and humanity amid the vibrant black community that flourished amid the troubled
times.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Castaneda:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Lazaretto: A Novel.

David Nester:

Typically the book Lazaretto: A Novel has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some
research before write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this
book.

Jeffrey Messina:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you study a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Lazaretto: A Novel will give you a new experience in studying a book.

Jennifer Randolph:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Lazaretto: A Novel can be the answer, oh how comes?
The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new
era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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