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Is liberal democracy a universal ideal? Proponents of "Asian values" argue that it is a distinctive product of
the Western experience and that Western powers shouldn't try to push human rights and democracy onto
Asian states. Liberal democrats in the West typically counter by questioning the motives of Asian critics,
arguing that Asian leaders are merely trying to rationalize human-rights violations and authoritarian rule. In
this book--written as a dialogue between an American democrat named Demo and three East Asian critics--
Daniel A. Bell attempts to chart a middle ground between the extremes of the international debate on human
rights and democracy.

Bell criticizes the use of "Asian values" to justify oppression, but also draws on East Asian cultural traditions
and contributions by contemporary intellectuals in East Asia to identify some powerful challenges to
Western-style liberal democracy. In the first part of the book, Bell makes use of colorful stories and
examples to show that there is a need to take into account East Asian perspectives on human rights and
democracy. The second part--a fictitious dialogue between Demo and Asian senior statesman Lee Kuan
Yew--examines the pros and cons of implementing Western-style democracy in Singapore. The third part of
the book is an argument for an as-yet-unrealized Confucian political institution that justifiably differs from
Western-style liberal democracy.

This is a thought-provoking defense of distinctively East Asian challenges to Western-style liberal
democracy that will stimulate interest and debate among students of political theory, Asian studies, and
international human rights.
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From reader reviews:

Sylvester Wedding:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important usually. The book East Meets West has been making you to know
about other information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The
guide East Meets West is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to get your friend when
you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship
using the book East Meets West. You never sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

James Smith:

The event that you get from East Meets West may be the more deep you looking the information that hide
inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
understand but East Meets West giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in
particular way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is
well-known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having
that East Meets West instantly.

Harold Morris:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to
you is East Meets West this publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now.
This book was represented how does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain
it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this
book acceptable all of you.

Virginia Comer:

You can find this East Meets West by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could
possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are
various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-book.
In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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