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Beginning with the birth of the Cherokee patriarch Mgor Ridge in the 1770's, Thurman Wilkinstells the
eventsthat led to the Trail of Tears, through the eyes of the illustrious Ridge family. Major Ridge and his
Connecticut-educated son John were willing to abandon the rich tribal homelandsin North Carolina,

Tennessee, Alabama, and Georgia and emigrate west to the Indian Territory to escape the white invaders.

During the decades of fruitless negotiations that culminated in the infamous Treaty of New Echota, Georgia,
in 1835, the Ridges and their relatives Elias Boudinot and Stand Watie became persuaded that further
protests by the Cherokees would lead only to their annihilation at the hands of the whites. The pro-treaty
Ridge faction was opposed by fiery John Ross, the leader of the majority National Party, who wanted to stay
and fight in the Southeast against all odds.

In this revised edition of his great work, Thurman Wilkins addresses the new scholarship of the past fifteen
years and reconsiders the important questions raised by Cherokee history aficionados: Were Mgjor Ridge
and John Ridge paid off by the United States for their support of removal? If not, how did these Cherokee
patriots come to change their minds about emigrating west? Was Chief John Ross a hero or avillain?

Since Cherokee Tragedy was first published in 1970, it has been valued as a penetrating social and political
history of neither the whole Cherokee Nation-nor just the Ridge family- from the last quarter of the
eighteenth century to the 1838 Trail of Tears and the subsequent “execution” of the Ridgesin Indian
Territory.
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From reader reviews:
Eva Pham:

Book is usualy written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book isimportant point to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Cherokee Tragedy: The Ridge Family
and the Decimation of a People (The Civilization of the American Indian Series) will make you to possibly
be smarter. Y ou can feel much more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think
this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isfar from make you fun. Why they could be
thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

SheilaRivera;

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the ideafor awhileis reading.
Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is high.
For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Cherokee Tragedy: The Ridge
Family and the Decimation of a People (The Civilization of the American Indian Series) book as starter and
daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Frank Arnett:

The reserve untitled Cherokee Tragedy: The Ridge Family and the Decimation of a People (The Civilization
of the American Indian Series) is the publication that recommended to you to see. Y ou can see the quality of
the e-book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to explained their ideas
are easily to understand. The article writer was did alot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could get the e-book of
Cherokee Tragedy: The Ridge Family and the Decimation of a People (The Civilization of the American
Indian Series) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

ThomasEllis:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't
work thisis difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer could be Cherokee Tragedy: The Ridge Family and the Decimation of a
People (The Civilization of the American Indian Series) why because the great cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. Theinside or content is fantastic as the outside or
maybe cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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