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Contentious debates over the benefits—or drawbacks—of a liberal education are as old as America itself.
From Benjamin Franklin to the Internet pundits, critics of higher education have attacked its irrelevance and
elitism—often calling for more vocational instruction. Thomas Jefferson, by contrast, believed that nurturing
a student’s capacity for lifelong learning was useful for science and commerce while also being essential for
democracy. In this provocative contribution to the disputes, university president Michael S. Roth focuses on
important moments and seminal thinkers in America’s long-running argument over vocational vs. liberal
education.
 
Conflicting streams of thought flow through American intellectual history: W. E. B. DuBois’s humanistic
principles of pedagogy for newly emancipated slaves developed in opposition to Booker T. Washington’s
educational utilitarianism, for example. Jane Addams’s emphasis on the cultivation of empathy and John
Dewey’s calls for education as civic engagement were rejected as impractical by those who aimed to train
students for particular economic tasks. Roth explores these arguments (and more), considers the state of
higher education today, and concludes with a stirring plea for the kind of education that has, since the
founding of the nation, cultivated individual freedom, promulgated civic virtue, and instilled hope for the
future.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Powers:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Beyond the
University: Why Liberal Education Matters? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside
you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have other opinion?

Fred Garza:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book. Book
has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the world. Next to
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Beyond the University: Why Liberal Education Matters
will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about everything. But
some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Shaun Sae:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Beyond the University: Why Liberal Education Matters why
because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual.
The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
assist you to pick up this book.

Earl Wright:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Beyond the University: Why Liberal
Education Matters can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks
have than the others?
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