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Virginia Woolf wrote the short story “The New Dress” in 1924. It was made in preparation of her novel
“Mrs. Dalloway”. The same Mrs. Dalloway is the one giving the party in “The New Dress”. It is a story
about the feelings of a woman towards herself and her reaction to the behaviours of others when they meet
her. The protagonist is Mable Waring, a woman at the age of 40, who is invited to a party at a friend´s house.
Because of this occasion Mable´s dressmaker makes her a new dress, which Mabel has found in an old
fashion book of her mother. She likes that yellow dress very much until she arrives at the party where she
can see and feel how the other guests look at her. She starts to feel uncomfortable and searches for
confirmation wherever she can. But Mabel does not get the confirmation she is looking for. During her stay
at the party she has several flashbacks which remind her of the moments at the dressmaker Miss Milan and
of her past. These moments make her happy but also aware of the situation she is in at the party which makes
her sad again. At these occasions she always compares herself to a fly trying to get over the edge of a saucer.
At the end of the story she thinks about changing her life and leaves the party with this new feeling.

It is a bit difficult to understand all aspects of this short story completely. The reader has to read the story
more than one time to really comprehend the strong feelings which are going on in the protagonists psyche.
The stream-ofconsciousness technique which Virginia Woolf is famous for, makes the story more interesting
and shows the reader the inside of Mabel. She also uses quite a few images which should be understood by
the reader. The new dress and thus women’s consciousness of fashion have to be considered. The protagonist
Mabel is not a very strong character and does not have much selfconfidence, that is why she can be easily
influenced by others. She uses flashbacks to escape the reality but these happy feelings are only temporary.
At the end nothing has really changed for Mabel and she will always stay the way she is. [...]
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From reader reviews:

Amelia Brown:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great and important the book Virginia Woolf "The New Dress". All type
of book can you see on many resources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Beatrice Raybon:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Virginia Woolf "The New
Dress" that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all
over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react towards the world.
It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be
success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick
Virginia Woolf "The New Dress" become your current starter.

Charles Melendez:

Beside this Virginia Woolf "The New Dress" in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't
become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Virginia
Woolf "The New Dress" because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if
you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from right now!

Marcie Johnson:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful images
on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on this
age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this Virginia Woolf "The New Dress" can make you experience more interested to read.
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