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Jihad is one of the most loaded and misunderstood terms in the news today. Contrary to popular
understanding, the term does not mean "holy war." Nor does it simply refer to the inner spiritual struggle.
This book, judiciously balanced, accessibly written, and highly relevant to today's events, unravels the
tangled historical, intellectual, and political meanings of jihad. Looking closely at a range of sources from
sacred Islamic texts to modern interpretations, Understanding Jihad opens a critically important perspective
on the role of Islam in the contemporary world.

As David Cook traces the practical and theoretical meanings of jihad, he cites from scriptural, legal, and
newly translated texts to give readers a taste of the often ambiguous information that is used to construct
Islamic doctrine. He looks closely at the life and teaching of the Prophet Muhammad and at the ramifications
of the great Islamic conquests in 634 to 732 A.D. He sheds light on legal developments relevant to fighting
and warfare, and places the internal, spiritual jihad within the larger context of Islamic religion. He describes
some of the conflicts that occur in radical groups and shows how the more mainstream supporters of these
groups have come to understand and justify violence. He has also included a special appendix of relevant
documents including materials related to the September 11 attacks and published manifestoes issued by
Osama bin Laden and Palestinian suicide-martyrs.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Streeter:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot
more to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Understanding Jihad book because
book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

George Carter:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read one along with
theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Understanding Jihad is kind of book which
is giving the reader capricious experience.

Deloris Wagner:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Understanding
Jihad suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in this era. The book untitled
Understanding Jihadis a single of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was
inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of
people can easily to understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

Chris Holmes:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Understanding Jihad your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect
that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book
then become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The Understanding
Jihad giving you yet another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful
details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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