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Product Description At a time when few women were educated or literate and rarely travelled German-born
naturalist and artist Maria Sibylla Merian (1647 1717) made history with her studies of insects in Surinam.
Trained as a copperplate engraver and watercolorist, she documented the metamorphosis of butterflies,
laying the foundation for modern entomology. What Merian observed when breeding native species of
butterfly triggered her curiosity, and spurred her to further investigation; the development from ovum, via
larva and chrysalis, to adult butterfly was not fully understood in the 17th century. And not every pupa
developed into a butterfly, which puzzled Merian for a long time. On seeing a collection of butterflies from
Dutch Guiana, modern Surinam, she decided to study tropical flora and fauna, to discover whether the moths
and butterflies she saw in collections shared the same life cycle as those she had bred: the egg and caterpillar
stage. In 1699 she sailed for South America with daughter Dorothea, the first time any woman had ventured
on a journey of exploration on this scale. Having evaluated and categorized her specimens, in 1705 she
published her major work Metamorphosis Insectorum Surinamensium, in Dutch and Latin. She made 60
copperplate engravings to illustrate the stages of insect development, arranged around the cultivated and wild
plants she had encountered on her travels. With its detailed text and imagery, the Metamorphosis is the first
work on the natural history of Surinam. For 17th century Europeans it was an insight into an unknown world.
TASCHEN s reprint of a hand-colored first edition copy includes the complete plates with a commentary by
Katharina Schmidt-Loske. Merian accomplished a pioneering achievement of the modern age. This
publication pays homage to her work and offers readers an opportunity to appreciate her sumptuous
engravings.
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From reader reviews:

Allison Stiffler:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
is usually Insects of Surinam.

Lorraine Prinz:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Insects of Surinam that give
your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can
be said as the method for people to know world considerably better then how they react when it comes to the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you who
wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may
pick Insects of Surinam become your personal starter.

Kenneth Copeland:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics,
and soon. The Insects of Surinam will give you a new experience in examining a book.

Jesus Moreno:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
internal or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
at this time there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Insects of Surinam can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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