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A bold recasting of prayer as a rhetorical art, Spiritual Modalities investigates situations, strategies, and
performative modes of discourse directed to divine audiences. Examining how prayer “works,” Spiritual
Modalities reads prayer’s situations and strategies, its characteristic acts and attitudes, to advance an
understanding of prayer as a basic expression of our rhetorical capacities for communication and
communion. This groundbreaking analysis demonstrates how prayer draws on fundamental capacities to
engage other beings rhetorically to argue that we are never more human than when we address the
nonhuman.

Spiritual Modalities is notable in its aim to articulate a critical rhetoric of prayer in a secular idiom. It draws
on contributions to rhetorical theory from Kenneth Burke along with a broad range of classical and
contemporary perspectives on audience, address, speech acts, and modes of performance. The book also
takes a multicultural and multimodal approach to prayer as rhetorical performance. The texts and practices of
prayer represented range across religious traditions and historical eras and include both verbal and physical
modes of divine address. The book will be of interest to scholars researching religious language, Burkean
approaches to discourse, practices of memory, and media studies.
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From reader reviews:

Paulette Cantu:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of
numerous ways to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this Spiritual Modalities: Prayer as Rhetoric and Performance, you may tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Robert Bell:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you have read is
Spiritual Modalities: Prayer as Rhetoric and Performance.

Joyce Pippin:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just spending
your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the top listing in your
reading list is actually Spiritual Modalities: Prayer as Rhetoric and Performance. This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking way up and
review this publication you can get many advantages.

Lola Behrendt:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This guide Spiritual Modalities: Prayer as Rhetoric and Performance was filled
about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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