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In September 1654, 23 Jewish refugees from Recife, Brazil arrived in the Dutch colonial town of New
Amsterdam aboard the St. Charles, a French warship.The Portuguese had just retaken Brazil from the Dutch,
and these Jews feared living under the same repression that had caused their ancestors to flee Spain in 1492
and Portugal in 1497. Despite strong protests by Peter Stuyvesant, the local governor, the Dutch West India
Company ordered that this small group be allowed to stay in New Amsterdam. At first calling themselves
Shearith Jacob, or Remnant of Jacob, and later Shearith Israel, they became the first Jewish congregation in
North America. For amost 175 years, Shearith Isragl was the only Jewish congregation in New Y ork City,
and its history has been deeply intertwined with that of the city and the nation. Active in both the synagogue
and the outside world have been such figures as Rev. Gershom Mendes Seixas, an incorporator of Columbia
College and a prominent patriot during the American Revolution; Commaodore Uriah Phillips Levy, aheroin
the War of 1812 who later saved Thomas Jefferson's Monticello from ruin; Supreme Court Justice Benjamin
Nathan Cardozo; Emma Lazarus, one of whose poemsisinscribed on the base of the Statue of Liberty; and
Maud Nathan, who was active in the women's suffrage movement as well as a Daughter of the American
Revolution. Published to mark Shearith Isragl's 350th anniversary, this book tellstheir individua stories as
well as the history of the congregation, explaining its origins, itsrituals and itstraditions. It is profusely
illustrated with portraits, historical documents and ritual objects. This book tells afascinating story, one that
will appeal to anyone interested in the history and culture of the Jewish people, of New Y ork City, and of the
United States.
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From reader reviews:
Steven Purdy:

Baook is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by
ae-book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Remnant of Israel a Portrait of Americas
First Jewish Congregation will make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel far more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make
you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book with you?

Santa M cNabb:

The guide untitled Remnant of Israel a Portrait of Americas First Jewish Congregation is the e-book that
recommended to you to see. Y ou can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to anyone. The
language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did alot of
analysis when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. Y ou
also might get the e-book of Remnant of Israel a Portrait of Americas First Jewish Congregation from the
publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Rick Braden:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By areserve we can know
everything we wish. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This publication Remnant of Israel a Portrait of Americas First Jewish Congregation was
filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel
enjoy to read areserve. In the modern eralike today, many waysto get book that you just wanted.

Stephen Porter:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But almost any people fedl that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book and aso novel and Remnant of Israel aPortrait of Americas First Jewish
Congregation or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a
book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe students
especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science book,

any other book likes Remnant of Israel a Portrait of Americas First Jewish Congregation to make your spare
time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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