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America is a nation of ardent, knowledgeable birdwatchers. But how did it become so? And what role did the
field guide play in our passion for spotting, watching, and describing birds?

In the Field, Among the Feathered tells the history of field guides to birds in America from the Victorian era
to the present, relating changes in the guides to shifts in science, the craft of field identification, and new
technologies for the mass reproduction of images. Drawing on his experience as a passionate birder and on a
wealth of archival research, Thomas Dunlap shows how the twin pursuits of recreation and conservation
have inspired birders and how field guides have served as the preferred method of informal education about
nature for well over a century.

The book begins with the first generation of late 19th-century birdwatchers who built the hobby when opera
glasses were often the best available optics and bird identification was sketchy at best. As America became
increasingly urban, birding became more attractive, and with Roger Tory Peterson's first field guide in 1934,
birding grew in both popularity and accuracy. By the 1960s recreational birders were attaining new levels of
expertise, even as the environmental movement made birding's other pole, conservation, a matter of human
health and planetary survival. Dunlap concludes by showing how recreation and conservation have reached a
new balance in the last 40 years, as scientists have increasingly turned to amateurs, whose expertise had been
honed by the new guides, to gather the data they need to support habitat preservation.

Putting nature lovers and citizen-activists at the heart of his work, Thomas Dunlap offers an entertaining
history of America's long-standing love affair with birds, and with the books that have guided and informed
their enthusiasm.
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From reader reviews:

Elena Sparrow:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will want this In the Field, Among the Feathered: A History of Birders and Their Guides.

Roxanne Harrelson:

In the Field, Among the Feathered: A History of Birders and Their Guides can be one of your nice books that
are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing In
the Field, Among the Feathered: A History of Birders and Their Guides nevertheless doesn't forget the main
stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be
one of it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Romana Linder:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do is just spending
your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in the top collection
in your reading list is In the Field, Among the Feathered: A History of Birders and Their Guides. This book
that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.

Vincent Olson:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose the book In the Field, Among the Feathered: A History of Birders and
Their Guides to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the
feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and
learn it. Beside that the reserve In the Field, Among the Feathered: A History of Birders and Their Guides
can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of
the time.
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