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Friday Night Fighter relives a lost moment in American postwar history, when boxing ruled as one of the
nation's most widely televised sports. During the 1950s and 1960s, viewers tuned in weekly, sometimes even
daily, to watch widely-recognized fighters engage in primordial battle, with the Gillette Cavalcade of Sports
Friday Night Fights being the most popular fight show. Troy Rondinone follows the dual narratives of the
Friday Night Fights show and the individual story of Gaspar "Indio" Ortega, a boxer who appeared on
primetime network television more than almost any other boxer in history. From humble beginnings growing
up poor in Tijuana, Mexico, Ortega personified the phenomenon of postwar boxing at its greatest, appearing
before audiences of millions to battle the biggest names of the time, such as Carmen Basilio, Tony DeMarco,
Chico Vejar, Benny "Kid" Paret, Emile Griffith, Kid Gavilan, Florentino Fernández, and Luis Manuel
Rodriguez.
 
Rondinone explores the factors contributing to the success of televised boxing, including the rise of
television entertainment, the role of a "reality" blood sport, Cold War masculinity, changing attitudes toward
race in America, and the influence of organized crime. At times evoking the drama and spectacle of the
Friday Night Fights themselves, this volume is a lively examination of a time in history when Americans
crowded around their sets to watch the main event.
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From reader reviews:

Melinda Kendall:

In other case, little persons like to read book Friday Night Fighter: Gaspar "Indio" Ortega and the Golden
Age of Television Boxing. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know
about how is important a new book Friday Night Fighter: Gaspar "Indio" Ortega and the Golden Age of
Television Boxing. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this
era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it
when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Heather Snyder:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular
reader with their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also
they write about the knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score
toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in
this world always try to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write
for their book. One of them is this Friday Night Fighter: Gaspar "Indio" Ortega and the Golden Age of
Television Boxing.

Calvin Baker:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Friday Night Fighter: Gaspar "Indio"
Ortega and the Golden Age of Television Boxing can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know.
You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these guides have than the others?

James Edgar:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book Friday Night Fighter: Gaspar "Indio" Ortega and the Golden Age of
Television Boxing was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good
thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways
to get book you wanted.
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