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In this exceptional dual biography and cultural history, Erik S. Gellman and Jarod Roll trace the influence of
two southern activist preachers, one black and one white, who used their ministry to organize the working
class in the 1930s and 1940s across lines of gender, race, and geography. Owen Whitfield and Claude
Williams, along with their wives Zella Whitfield and Joyce Williams, drew on their bedrock religious beliefs
to stir ordinary men and women to demand social and economic justice in the eras of the Great Depression,
New Deal, and Second World War.

 
Williams and Whitfield preached a working-class gospel rooted in the American creed that hard, productive
work entitled people to a decent standard of living. Gellman and Roll detail how the two preachers
galvanized thousands of farm and industrial workers for the Southern Tenant Farmers Union and the
Congress of Industrial Organizations. They also link the activism of the 1930s and 1940s to that of the 1960s
and emphasize the central role of the ministers' wives, with whom they established the People's Institute for
Applied Religion.
 
This detailed narrative illuminates a cast of characters who became the two couples' closest allies in
coordinating a complex network of activists that transcended Jim Crow racial divisions, blurring
conventional categories and boundaries to help black and white workers make better lives. In chronicling the
shifting contexts of the actions of Whitfield and Williams, The Gospel of the Working Class situates
Christian theology within the struggles of some of America's most downtrodden workers, transforming the
dominant narratives of the era and offering a fresh view of the promise and instability of religion and civil
rights unionism.
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From reader reviews:

Donald McLaughlin:

The feeling that you get from The Gospel of the Working Class: Labor's Southern Prophets in New Deal
America (Working Class in American History) may be the more deep you looking the information that hide
into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware
of but The Gospel of the Working Class: Labor's Southern Prophets in New Deal America (Working Class in
American History) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that
can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this book is well-known
enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then
can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of The
Gospel of the Working Class: Labor's Southern Prophets in New Deal America (Working Class in American
History) instantly.

Roger Cooper:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Gospel of the Working Class: Labor's
Southern Prophets in New Deal America (Working Class in American History) as the daily resource
information.

James Fong:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled The
Gospel of the Working Class: Labor's Southern Prophets in New Deal America (Working Class in American
History) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe
unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-book
then become one contact form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The The
Gospel of the Working Class: Labor's Southern Prophets in New Deal America (Working Class in American
History) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
information for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and
mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Valerie Beauchamp:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even



make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real
their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition
to can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Gospel of the Working Class: Labor's Southern Prophets in New Deal
America (Working Class in American History) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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