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Winner of the Kiriyama Pacific Rim Book Prize
A New York Times Notable Book of the Year
Winner of the Whiting Writers' Award
A Seattle Post-Intelligencer Best Book of the Year

Catfish and Mandala is the story of an American odyssey?a solo bicycle voyage around the Pacific Rim to
Vietnam?made by a young Vietnamese-American man in pursuit of both his adopted homeland and his
forsaken fatherland.

Andrew X. Pham was born in Vietnam and raised in California. His father had been a POW of the Vietcong;
his family came to America as "boat people." Following the suicide of his sister, Pham quit his job, sold all
of his possessions, and embarked on a year-long bicycle journey that took him through the Mexican desert,
around a thousand-mile loop from Narita to Kyoto in Japan; and, after five months and 2,357 miles, to
Saigon, where he finds "nothing familiar in the bombed-out darkness." In Vietnam, he's taken for Japanese or
Korean by his countrymen, except, of course, by his relatives, who doubt that as a Vietnamese he has the
stamina to complete his journey ("Only Westerners can do it"); and in the United States he's considered
anything but American. A vibrant, picaresque memoir written with narrative flair and an eye-opening sense
of adventure, Catfish and Mandala is an unforgettable search for cultural identity.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Jenkins:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great along with important the book Catfish and Mandala: A Two-Wheeled
Voyage Through the Landscape and Memory of Vietnam. All type of book can you see on many methods.
You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

James Kostka:

The reason why? Because this Catfish and Mandala: A Two-Wheeled Voyage Through the Landscape and
Memory of Vietnam is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter
it will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who
else write the book in such awesome way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining
method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever
again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book
get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold off
having that book? If I were being you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Vincent Cartagena:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Catfish and Mandala: A Two-Wheeled Voyage Through the Landscape and Memory of Vietnam
your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for
but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication then become
one form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get previous to. The Catfish and Mandala: A
Two-Wheeled Voyage Through the Landscape and Memory of Vietnam giving you another experience more
than blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are
finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time
activity?

Lois Schooley:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This Catfish and Mandala: A Two-Wheeled Voyage Through
the Landscape and Memory of Vietnam can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at
this one book you have matter that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This
particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that perhaps



your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why
hesitate? Let me have Catfish and Mandala: A Two-Wheeled Voyage Through the Landscape and Memory
of Vietnam.
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