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Miles Davis and Juliette Greco, Jackson Pollock and Jack Kerouac, Marlon Brando and Bob Dylan and
William Burroughs.
What do all these people have in common? Fame, of course, and undeniable talent. But most of all, they
were cool.
Birth of the Cool is a stunningly illustrated, brilliantly written cultural history of the American avant-garde in
the 1940s and 1950s -- the decades in which cool was born. From intimate interviews with cool icons like
poet Allen Ginsberg, bop saxophonist Jackie McLean, and Living Theatre cofounder Judith Malina, award-
winning journalist and poet Lewis MacAdams extracts the essence of cool. Taking us inside the most
influential and experimental art movements of the twentieth century -- from the Harlem jazz joints where
Dizzy Gillespie and Charlie Parker invented bebop to the back room at Max's Kansas City when Andy
Warhol was holding court to backstage at the Newport Folk Festival the night Bob Dylan went electric, from
Surrealism to the Black Mountain School to Zen -- MacAdams traces the evolution of cool from the very
fringes of society to the mainstream.
Born of World War II, raised on atomic-age paranoia, cast out of the culture by the realities of racism and the
insanity of the Cold War, cool is now, perversely, as conventional as you can get. Allen Ginsberg suited up
for Gap ads. Volvo appropriated a phrase from Jack Kerouac's On the Road for its TV commercials. How
one became the other is a terrific story, and it is presented here in a gorgeous package, rich with the coolest
photographs of the black-and-white era from Robert Doisneau, Henri Cartier-Bresson, Man Ray, and many
others.
Drawing a direct line between Lester Young wearing his pork-pie hat and his crepe-sole shoes staring out his
hotel window at Birdland to the author's three-year-old daughter saying "cool" while watching a Scooby-Doo
cartoon at the cusp of a new millennium, Birth of the Cool is a cool book about a hot subject...maybe even
the coolest book ever.
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From reader reviews:

Esther Cunningham:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Birth Of The Cool: Beat, Bebop,
and the American Avant Garde will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if
you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored.
It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book
with you?

Martin Song:

This Birth Of The Cool: Beat, Bebop, and the American Avant Garde are reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The main reason of this Birth Of The Cool: Beat, Bebop, and the
American Avant Garde can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple reading through food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Birth Of The Cool: Beat, Bebop, and the
American Avant Garde forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you
tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Delmar Stingley:

The book untitled Birth Of The Cool: Beat, Bebop, and the American Avant Garde is the publication that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the information that they share for
your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Birth Of The Cool: Beat, Bebop,
and the American Avant Garde from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Martin Herrin:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can
know everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This reserve Birth Of The Cool: Beat, Bebop, and the American Avant Garde was filled
in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good
thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways
to get book that you wanted.
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