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An unforgettable report on one man's hajj--the sacred rite that brings millions of Muslims to Mecca every
year

In 1999, the Moroccan scholar Abdellah Hammoudi, trained in Paris and teaching in America, decided to go
on the pilgrimage to Mecca. He wanted to observe the hajj as an anthropologist but also to experienceit asan
ordinary pilgrim, and to write about it for both Muslims and non-Muslims. Here is his intimate, intense, and
detailed account of the Hgjj--a rare and important document by a subtle, learned, and sympathetic writer.
Hammoudi describes not just the adventure, the human pressures, and the social tumult--everything from the
early preparations to the last climactic scenes in the holy shrines of Medina and Mecca--but also the intricate
politics and amazing complexity of the entire pilgrimage experience. He pays special heed to the effects of
Saudi bureaucratic control over the Hajj, to the ways that faith itself becomes alucrative source of commerce
for the Arabian kingdom, and to the Wahhabi inflections of the basic Muslim message.

Here, too, is a poignant discussion of the inner voyage that pilgrimage can mean to those who embark on it:
the transformed sense of daily life, of worship, and of political engagement. Hammoudi acknowledges that
he was spurred to reconsider his own ideas about faith, gesture, community, and nationality in unanticipated
ways. Thisis aremarkable work of literature about both the outer forms and the inner meanings of 1slam
today.
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From reader reviews:
Neil Myers:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book A Season in Mecca: Narrative of a Pilgrimage.

Y ou can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how isimportant a new
book A Season in Mecca: Narrative of a Pilgrimage. Y ou can add expertise and of course you can around the
world by just abook. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, you can open abook or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when
you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Brian Bauer:

This A Season in Mecca: Narrative of a Pilgrimage are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The reason why of this A Season in Mecca: Narrative of a Pilgrimage can be one of
many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an
individual with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you
can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside
that this A Season in Mecca: Narrative of a Pilgrimage forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
activity. So, let'shave it and luxuriate in reading.

Bruce Alexander:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friendsis thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
aready been ride on and with addition details. Even you love A Season in Mecca: Narrative of a Pilgrimage,
it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to missit? What kind of hang-out
typeisit? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as
reading friends.

Mary Cruz:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this A Season in Mecca: Narrative of a
Pilgrimage e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your persona hunger then you still skepticism A Season in Mecca:
Narrative of a Pilgrimage as good book but not only by the cover but aso through the content. Thisis one e-
book that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense aready told you so why you have to listening to one more
sixth sense.
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