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Maryann Burk Carver met Raymond Carver in 1955, when she was fifteen years old and he was seventeen.
In What It Used to Be Like, she recounts a tale of love at first sight in which two teenagers got to know each
other by sharing a two-year long-distance correspondence that soon after found them married and with two
small children.

Over the next twenty-five years, as Carver's fame grew, the family led a nomadic life, moving from school to
school and teaching post to teaching post. In 1972, they settled in Cupertino, California, where Raymond
Carver gave his wife one of his sharpened pencils and asked her to write an account of their history.

The result is a memoir of a marriage, replete with an intimacy of detail that fully reveals the talents and
failings of this larger-than-life man, his complicated relationships, and his profound loves and losses. What It
Used to Be Like brings to light for the first time Raymond Carver's lost years and the "stories behind the
stories" of this brilliant writer.
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From reader reviews:

Megan Urick:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this What It Used to Be Like: A Portrait of My Marriage to Raymond Carver.

Johnnie Colby:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole
day to reading a reserve. The book What It Used to Be Like: A Portrait of My Marriage to Raymond Carver
it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying
reading this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book. You can
m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high
quality.

William Ochoa:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This What It Used to Be Like: A Portrait of My Marriage
to Raymond Carver can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out
of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
books have than the others?

Belinda Fergerson:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but in addition novel and What It Used to Be Like: A Portrait of My
Marriage to Raymond Carver as well as others sources were given information for you. After you know how
the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
even students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science e-book, any other book likes What It Used to Be Like: A Portrait of My Marriage to Raymond
Carver to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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