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The Culture of the Copy is a novel attempt to make sense of the Western fascination with replicas,
duplicates, and twins. In a work that is breathtaking in its synthetic and critical achievements, Hillel
Schwartz charts the repercussions of our entanglement with copies of all kinds, whose presence alternately
sustains and overwhelms us. This updated edition takes notice of recent shifts in thought with regard to such
issues as biological cloning, conjoined twins, copyright, digital reproduction, and multiple personality
disorder. At once abbreviated and refined, it will be of interest to anyone concerned with problems of
authenticity, identity, and originality. Through intriguing, and at times humorous, historical analysis and case
studies in contemporary culture, Schwartz investigates a stunning array of simulacra: counterfeits, decoys,
mannequins, and portraits; ditto marks, genetic cloning, war games, and camouflage; instant replays, digital
imaging, parrots, and photocopies; wax museums, apes, and art forgeries -- not to mention the very notion of
the Real McCoy.

Working through a range of theories on biological, mechanical, and electronic reproduction, Schwartz
questions the modern esteem for authenticity and uniqueness. The Culture of the Copy shows how the ethical
dilemmas central to so many fields of endeavor have become inseparable from our pursuit of copies -- of the
natural world, of our own creations, indeed of our very selves. The book is an innovative blend of
microsociology, cultural history, and philosophical reflection, of interest to anyone concerned with problems
of authenticity, identity, and originality.

Praise for the first edition

"[T]he author...brings his considerable synthetic powers to bear on our uneasy preoccupation with doubles,
likenesses, facsimiles, replicas and re-enactments. I doubt that these cultural phenomena have ever been
more comprehensively or more creatively chronicled.... [A] book that gets you to see the world anew, again."
-- The New York Times

"A sprightly and disconcerting piece of cultural history" -- Terence Hawkes, London Review of Books

"In The Culture of the Copy, [Schwartz] has written the perfect book: original and repetitive at once." --
Todd Gitlin,  Los Angeles Times Book Review
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From reader reviews:

Frances Carlton:

The book The Culture of the Copy: Striking Likenesses, Unreasonable Facsimiles can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing
like a book The Culture of the Copy: Striking Likenesses, Unreasonable Facsimiles? Wide variety you have
a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give
for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Culture of the Copy: Striking Likenesses, Unreasonable
Facsimiles has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the
enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Albert Christensen:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Culture of the
Copy: Striking Likenesses, Unreasonable Facsimiles that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied
by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only
for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who
want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick The Culture of the Copy: Striking Likenesses,
Unreasonable Facsimiles become your starter.

Jennifer Wadsworth:

This The Culture of the Copy: Striking Likenesses, Unreasonable Facsimiles is new way for you who has
interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this The Culture of the Copy:
Striking Likenesses, Unreasonable Facsimiles can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form and
that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them
feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this one. You
can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book
kind for your better life and knowledge.

Jacqueline Kellett:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the
top checklist in your reading list is usually The Culture of the Copy: Striking Likenesses, Unreasonable



Facsimiles. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to
be precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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