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Wartime is costly. Whilst the human cost is a burden which remains part of our every waking thoughts for
many years after the end of the conflict, the physical cost, at least in some cases, is easier to deal with.

Some, if not most of the physical cost of war, is spent in the constant supply of materials including
armaments and machines to the troops – wherever they happen to be fighting. Of course the Services have
always needed supplies of uniforms, equipment and machines. However, the rate of expansion of the
Services and the rate of consumption of armaments increases dramatically in wartime. Pre-war traditional
manufacturers simply could not cope with the sudden increase in orders.

The only solution was to fabricate what was needed, in the Second World War at least, in additional
factories. Shadow Factories was the term used to describe the use of third party factories and equipment used
to manufacture components or complete units which were then passed on to the Services. These units could
be anything from tanks, parts of aircraft to small pumps or rifles. The list was almost endless.

Clearly it would be impossible to walk into the nearest engineering shop and expect them to manufacture
heavy components. The railway yards were used to dealing with heavy blocks of metals and so they were
approached to help with heavier vehicles such as tanks. Similarly the motor manufacturers were asked to
help out with producing trucks and jeeps, for example.

Of course this need necessitated formal contracts, and as far as possible discretion so that the German
bombers could not locate and destroy vital sources of supplies. In some cases, such was the level of secrecy
that components for aircraft for example, were fabricated in a number of shadow factories and assembled in
a different location. In that way the exact engineering drawings could be more easily controlled and a stray
bomb would only destroy part of the plans and planes.

Where relevant, examples are provided from across the United Kingdom and cover an extensive range of
machines and vehicles. Some details will also be provided concerning armament shells, some of which were
made in one site and filled in other facilities. The government departments were certainly kept busy keeping
track of it all!
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From reader reviews:

Florence Wiggins:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Shadow
Factories: Britain's Production Facilities and the Second World War suitable to you? Often the book was
written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled Shadow Factories: Britain's Production
Facilities and the Second World Waris a single of several books in which everyone read now. This specific
book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of
people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Jerry Osbourne:

Shadow Factories: Britain's Production Facilities and the Second World War can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement
in writing Shadow Factories: Britain's Production Facilities and the Second World War although doesn't
forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you
can be among it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Stephen Galvan:

Beside this particular Shadow Factories: Britain's Production Facilities and the Second World War in your
phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Shadow Factories: Britain's Production Facilities
and the Second World War because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have
this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island.
So do you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!

Jeffrey Blough:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you
know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Shadow Factories:
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