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Civil War scholars have long used soldiers' diaries and correspondence to flesh out their studies of the
conflict's great officers, regiments, and battles. However, historians have only recently begun to treat the
common Civil War soldier's daily life as a worthwhile topic of discussion in its own right. The View from
the Ground reveals the beliefs of ordinary men and women on topics ranging from slavery and racism to
faith and identity and represents a significant development in historical scholarship?the use of Civil War
soldiers' personal accounts to address larger questions about America's past. Aaron Sheehan-Dean opens The
View from the Ground by surveying the landscape of research on Union and Confederate soldiers,
examining not only the wealth of scholarly inquiry in the 1980s and 1990s but also the numerous questions
that remain unexplored. Chandra Manning analyzes the views of white Union soldiers on slavery and their
enthusiastic support for emancipation. Jason Phillips uncovers the deep antipathy of Confederate soldiers
toward their Union adversaries, and Lisa Laskin explores tensions between soldiers and civilians in the
Confederacy that represented a serious threat to the fledgling nation's survival. Essays by David Rolfs and
Kent Dollar examine the nature of religious faith among Civil War combatants. The grim and gruesome
realities of warfare?and the horror of killing one's enemy at close range?profoundly tested the spiritual
convictions of the fighting men. Timothy J. Orr, Charles E. Brooks, and Kevin Levin demonstrate that Union
and Confederate soldiers maintained their political beliefs both on the battlefield and in the war's aftermath.
Orr details the conflict between Union soldiers and Northern antiwar activists in Pennsylvania, and Brooks
examines a struggle between officers and the Fourth Texas Regiment. Levin contextualizes political
struggles among Southerners in the 1880s and 1890s as a continuing battle kept alive by memories of, and
identities associated with, their wartime experiences. The View from the Ground goes beyond standard
histories that discuss soldiers primarily in terms of campaigns and casualties. These essays show that soldiers
on both sides were authentic historical actors who willfully steered the course of the Civil War and shaped
subsequent public memory of the event.
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From reader reviews:

Marni Elliott:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will want this The View from the Ground: Experiences of Civil War Soldiers (New Directions
In Southern History).

Clarence Jenkins:

The feeling that you get from The View from the Ground: Experiences of Civil War Soldiers (New
Directions In Southern History) is the more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the
more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but The View from
the Ground: Experiences of Civil War Soldiers (New Directions In Southern History) giving you buzz
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by
anyone who read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We propose you for having that The View from the Ground: Experiences of Civil
War Soldiers (New Directions In Southern History) instantly.

Donna Hoffmann:

Beside that The View from the Ground: Experiences of Civil War Soldiers (New Directions In Southern
History) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't end up
being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The View
from the Ground: Experiences of Civil War Soldiers (New Directions In Southern History) because this book
offers to your account readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's
about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the
item? Find this book and also read it from at this point!

Ruth Hill:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular The View from the Ground: Experiences of Civil War
Soldiers (New Directions In Southern History) can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this
one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This book can be



one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have The
View from the Ground: Experiences of Civil War Soldiers (New Directions In Southern History).
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