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This powerful narrative, winner of the 1993 Associated Writing Programs award for the novel, focuses on
Galveston, Texas, and a community of newly arrived Vietnamese. Struggling to maintain a balance between
Vietnam and America, they live with one foot in each world. Close-knit families, now fragmented, dream of
the "kingdom of elders left behind"; young girls shoulder responsibility far beyond their years; and homesick
professionals, puzzled by American customs, strive to belong while clinging to the rituals that sustain them.
Seared by memories of escape and loss, these people are tough and funny too. There's Trang, obsessed by
her mixed parentage and the quest for her American father; spunky little Xan, who acts out with Kung Fu;
Linh, whose mother is hospitalized because of "the ghost husband in her head"; and Dr. Nguyen, savvy first-
year medical resident but still a stranger. As this deeply felt novel examines the difficulties and possibilities
for connection in a tri-racial culture - Vietnamese, Black, and American - it brims with memorable characters
finding their way or easing the way for others. Mary Gardner reminds us of our history: America itself is a
country of boat people with ties to more than one world.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Urso:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Boat People. Try to stumble through book Boat People as your buddy. It
means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter
than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence because
you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge with this
book.

Scott Peters:

The book Boat People has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit.
The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this
book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Thomas Heiden:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Boat People, it is possible to enjoy both.
It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Della Ferguson:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be
study. Boat People can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time
problems.
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