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François Cusset, author of the acclaimed book French Theory, investigates the queering of the French
literary canon by American writers and scholars in this thought-provoking and free-minded journey across
six centuries of literary classics and sexual polemics.

Cusset presents the foundations and rationale for American queer theory, the field of study established in the
1990s and promulgated by writers and scholars such as Judith Butler, Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick, and Michael
Warner (in the wake of Michel Foucault), which challenges a supposed "heteronormative" ideology in our
culture. He provides an overview of their reinterpretation of the French literary canon from a queer
perspective, then deliberately goes further, confronting that same canon with a lively form of general
suspicion—seeking gender trouble and sexual ambiguities in the most unexpected corners of French literary
classics, in which macho heroes turn out to be homosocial melancholics and the most seemingly submissive
housewives are great vanguards of lesbian liberation.

Cusset's survey includes medieval and Renaissance literature, works from the Age of Enlightenment,
nineteenth-century avant-gardists such as Charles Baudelaire and Honoré de Balzac, and twentieth-century
modernists such as Marcel Proust and Jean Genet.

Bold in its themes and propositions, The Inverted Gaze (a translation of the book Queer Critics) is an
extraordinary work about French literature and American queer politics by one of France's biggest
intellectual stars.

François Cusset is a professor of American studies at the University of Paris. He is the author of numerous
books including French Theory (2008).

David Homel is an award-winning translator and writer who lives in Montreal, Quebec.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Glass:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book The Inverted Gaze: Queering the French Literary Classics in
America. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important a new book The Inverted Gaze: Queering the French Literary Classics in America. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Nicholas Mishler:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Inverted Gaze: Queering the French Literary Classics
in America, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Jack Rolfes:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be The Inverted Gaze: Queering the French Literary
Classics in America why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Donald Oakes:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
known as of book The Inverted Gaze: Queering the French Literary Classics in America. Contain your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone
happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to
other place.
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