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This volume brings back into print a remarkable record of black life in the 1920s, chronicled by Edward C.L.
Adams, a white physician from the area around the Congaree River in central South Carolina. It reproduces
Adams's major works, Congaree Sketches (1927) and Nigger to Nigger (1928), two collections of tales,
poems, and dialogues from blacks who worked his land, presented in the black vernacular language. They
are supplemented here by a play, Potee's Gal, and some brief sketches of poor whites.

What sets Adams's tales apart from other such collections is the willingness of his black informants to share
with him not only their stories of rabbits and "hants" but also their feelings on such taboo subjects as
lynchings, Jim Crow courts, and chain gangs. Adams retells these tales as if the blacks in them were talking
only among themselves. Whites do not appear in these works, except as rare background figures and topics
of conversation by Tad, Scip, and other black storytellers. As Tad says, "We talkin' to we."

That Adams was permitted to hear such tales at all is part of the mystery that Robert O'Meally explains in his
introduction. The key to the mystery is Adams's ability -- in his life, as in his works -- to wear both black and
white masks. He remained a well-placed member of white society at the same time that he was something of
a maverick within it. His black informants therefore saw him not only as someone more likeable and
trustworthy than most whites but also as someone who was in a position to help them in some way if he
understood more about their lives.

As a writer, O'Meally suggests, Adams was not simply an objective recorder of folklore. By donning a black
mask, Adams was able to project attitudes and values that most whites of his place and time would have
disavowed. As a result, his tales have a complexity and richness that make them an authentic witness to the
black experience as well as a lasting contribution to American letters.
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From reader reviews:

Floyd Hatfield:

This Tales of the Congaree book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this publication incredible fresh, you
will get information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind of
Tales of the Congaree without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't always be worry Tales of the Congaree can bring whenever you are and not make your tote
space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone.
This Tales of the Congaree having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

William Lee:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider while those
information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you buy it
as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not happen
within you if you take Tales of the Congaree as the daily resource information.

Eunice Holt:

The reason why? Because this Tales of the Congaree is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide
waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it
was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards
than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So ,
still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Mary Linkous:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by
searching from it. It is named of book Tales of the Congaree. You can include your knowledge by it. Without
leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most important that,
you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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