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At the turn of the last century, the American middle class was expanding rapidly as homesteaders moved
west and as trains took travellers across the country, where they established themselves in the depot towns
that erupted along train lines. With that growth came the demand for new homes, and from that demand grew
anew industry: mail-order homes. Sold by such makers as Sears, Roebuck & Co., Aladdin, and Montgomery
Wards, these kit homes were shipped by train, arriving in two boxcars, which then were off-loaded by the
purchasers, usually with ateam of horse and wagon. In the boxcars was absolutely everything needed to
assemble a house, whether it be a vacation cottage, modest bungalow, or two-and-a-half storey home.
Literally tens of thousands of these affordable homes were sold in the early 1900s, with most built between
1910-40. In Mail-Order Homes, historical architectural researcher Rebecca Hunter brings to life the history
of these charming homes, many of which still stand in communities across the country. From the
manufacturers of mail-order homes to the customers who bought and built them, and from the styles and
designs to the boom and bust of the industry, Hunter explains the history of these forgotten homes. Filled
with illustrations from mail-order home catal ogs and contemporary photos, this book tells the story of a
bygone era of residential architecture.
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From reader reviews:
Sarah Ruff:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman?
If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster.
And you have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question
because just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need this kind of Mail-Order Homes: Sears Homes
and Other Kit Houses (Shire USA) to read.

Elizabeth Murphy:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Mail-Order Homes. Sears Homes and Other Kit Houses (Shire USA) book is
readable by ssmply you who hate those perfect word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without |eaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you.
The writer of Mail-Order Homes. Sears Homes and Other Kit Houses (Shire USA) content conveysthe idea
easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different such asit. So, do you continue to thinking Mail-Order Homes: Sears Homes and Other Kit Houses
(Shire USA) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Phillip Hicks:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly,
that islook different you can read some sort of book. It isreally fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book
that you read you can spent the entire day to reading areserve. The book Mail-Order Homes: Sears Homes
and Other Kit Houses (Shire USA) it is rather good to read. There are alot of individuals who recommended
this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to deliver this book
you can buy typically the e-book. Y ou can mOore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The
price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Jeff Jones:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou should know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book isimportant thing to increase you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. Y ou will find good news or update in relation to something by



book. Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Mail-
Order Homes: Sears Homes and Other Kit Houses (Shire USA).
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