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This volume looks at 'visions of community' in a comparative perspective, from Late Antiquity to the
dawning of the age of crusades. It addresses the question of why and how distinctive new political cultures
developed after the disintegration of the Roman World, and to what degree their differences had already
emerged in the first post-Roman centuries. The Latin West, Orthodox Byzantium and its Slavic periphery,
and the Islamic world each retained different parts of the Graeco-Roman heritage, while introducing new
elements. For instance, ethnicity became a legitimizing element of rulership in the West, remained a
structural element of the imperial periphery in Byzantium, and contributed to the inner dynamic of Islamic
states without becoming a resource of political integration. Similarly, the political role of religion also
differed between the emerging post-Roman worlds. It is surprising that little systematic research has been
done in these fields so far. The 32 contributions to the volume explore this new line of research and look at
different aspects of the process, with leading western Medievalists, Byzantinists and Islamicists covering a
wide range of pertinent topics. At a closer look, some of the apparent differences between the West and the
Islamic world seem less distinctive, and the inner variety of all post-Roman societies becomes more marked.
At the same time, new variations in the discourse of community and the practice of power emerge. Anybody
interested in the development of the post-Roman Mediterranean, but also in the relationship between the
Islamic World and the West, will gain new insights from these studies on the political role of ethnicity and
religion in the post-Roman Mediterranean.
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From reader reviews:

Leonard Bartow:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Visions of Community in the Post-Roman World: The West,
Byzantium and the Islamic World, 300-1100.

Deidra Hird:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Visions of Community in the Post-Roman World: The West,
Byzantium and the Islamic World, 300-1100 as the daily resource information.

Gene Green:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of
them is this Visions of Community in the Post-Roman World: The West, Byzantium and the Islamic World,
300-1100.

Amy Joshi:

Exactly why? Because this Visions of Community in the Post-Roman World: The West, Byzantium and the
Islamic World, 300-1100 is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but
latter it will zap you with the secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write
the book in such awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still
convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you
going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help



improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I
ended up you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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