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The Children of Light and the Children of Darkness, first published in 1944, is considered one of the most
profound and relevant works by the influential theologian Reinhold Niebuhr, and certainly the fullest
statement of his political philosophy. Written and first read during the prolonged, tragic world war between
totalitarian and democratic forces, Niebuhr’s book took up the timely question of how democracy as a
political system could best be defended.
        Most proponents of democracy, Niebuhr claimed, were “children of light,” who had optimistic but naïve
ideas about how society could be rid of evil and governed by enlightened reason. They needed, he believed,
to absorb some of the wisdom and strength of the “children of darkness,” whose ruthless cynicism and
corrupt, anti-democratic politics should otherwise be repudiated. He argued for a prudent, liberal
understanding of human society that took the measure of every group’s self-interest and was chastened by a
realistic understanding of the limits of power. It is in the foreword to this book that he wrote, “Man’s
capacity for justice makes democracy possible; but man’s inclination to injustice makes democracy
necessary.”
This edition includes a new introduction by the theologian and Niebuhr scholar Gary Dorrien in which he
elucidates the work’s significance and places it firmly into the arc of Niebuhr’s career.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Kenney:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet
and the resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How people
have to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Children of Light
and the Children of Darkness: A Vindication of Democracy and a Critique of Its Traditional Defense book as
this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Frank Johnson:

This The Children of Light and the Children of Darkness: A Vindication of Democracy and a Critique of Its
Traditional Defense is completely new way for you who has fascination to look for some information
because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know
otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The Children of Light and the Children
of Darkness: A Vindication of Democracy and a Critique of Its Traditional Defense can be the light food for
you because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself
in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in e-
book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss
that! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.

Howard Benedict:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the top
record in your reading list is usually The Children of Light and the Children of Darkness: A Vindication of
Democracy and a Critique of Its Traditional Defense. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry
Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and review this publication you
can get many advantages.

Jacqueline Thompson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know
that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book.



Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra The Children of Light and
the Children of Darkness: A Vindication of Democracy and a Critique of Its Traditional Defense.
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