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WHO DECIDES WHICH FACTS ARE TRUE?

In 1998 Andrew Wakefield, a British gastroenterologist with a history of self-promotion, published a paper
with a shocking allegation: the measles-mumps-rubella vaccine might cause autism. The media seized hold
of the story and, in the process, helped to launch one of the most devastating health scares ever. In the years
to come Wakefield would be revealed as a profiteer in league with class-action lawyers, and he would
eventually lose his medical license. Meanwhile one study after another failed to find any link between
childhood vaccines and autism.

Yet the myth that vaccines somehow cause developmental disorders lives on. Despite the lack of
corroborating evidence, it has been popularized by media personalities such as Oprah Winfrey and Jenny
McCarthy and legitimized by journalists who claim that they are just being fair to “both sides” of an issue
about which there is little debate. Meanwhile millions of dollars have been diverted from potential
breakthroughs in autism research, families have spent their savings on ineffective “miracle cures,” and
declining vaccination rates have led to outbreaks of deadly illnesses like Hib, measles, and whooping cough.
Most tragic of all is the increasing number of children dying from vaccine-preventable diseases.

In The Panic Virus Seth Mnookin draws on interviews with parents, public-health advocates, scientists, and
anti-vaccine activists to tackle a fundamental question: How do we decide what the truth is? The fascinating
answer helps explain everything from the persistence of conspiracy theories about 9/11 to the appeal of talk-
show hosts who demand that President Obama “prove” he was born in America.

The Panic Virus is a riveting and sometimes heart-breaking medical detective story that explores the limits of
rational thought. It is the ultimate cautionary tale for our time.
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From reader reviews:

Larry Jones:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled The Panic Virus: A True Story of Medicine, Science, and Fear.
Try to the actual book The Panic Virus: A True Story of Medicine, Science, and Fear as your good friend. It
means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can
know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this
book.

Carol Smith:

The Panic Virus: A True Story of Medicine, Science, and Fear can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing The Panic Virus: A True
Story of Medicine, Science, and Fear nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest
in addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Clarine Davidson:

The book untitled The Panic Virus: A True Story of Medicine, Science, and Fear contain a lot of information
on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very clear to see all the
people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author.
The author gives you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can
continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.

Myrtle McDonald:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will
get it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific The Panic Virus: A True Story of
Medicine, Science, and Fear can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you
have matter that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can
be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't
know, by knowing more than various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have The
Panic Virus: A True Story of Medicine, Science, and Fear.
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