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Examples, crucial links between discourse and society's view of reality, have until now been largely
neglected in literary criticism. In the first book-length study of the rhetoric of example, John Lyons situates
this figure by comparing it with more frequently studied tropes such as metaphor and synecdoche, discusses
meanings of the terms example and exemplum, and proposes a set of descriptive concepts for the study of
example in early modern literature. Tracing its paradoxical nature back to Aristotle's Rhetoric, Lyons shows
how exemplary rhetoric is caught between often competing aims of persuasive general statement and
accurate representation. In French and Italian texts of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries this dual task
was rendered still more challenging by a transition to new sources of examples as the age of discovery
brought increased emphasis on observation. The writers of this period were aware of a crisis in exemplary
rhetoric, a situation in which serious questions were raised about how authors and audience would find a
common ground in interpreting representative instances. Lyons's focus on the strategy of example leads to
new readings of six major writers--Machiavelli, Marguerite de Navarre, Montaigne, Pascal, Descartes, and
Marie de Lafayette.

Originally published in 1990.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Maryann Goldberg:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Exemplum: The Rhetoric of Example in Early Modern France and Italy
(Princeton Legacy Library) book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find
the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer associated with Exemplum: The Rhetoric of Example in
Early Modern France and Italy (Princeton Legacy Library) content conveys prospect easily to understand by
many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different such as it.
So , do you still thinking Exemplum: The Rhetoric of Example in Early Modern France and Italy (Princeton
Legacy Library) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Guy Gregory:

The book Exemplum: The Rhetoric of Example in Early Modern France and Italy (Princeton Legacy
Library) has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The
book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research before write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this book.

Sharon Hafer:

Exemplum: The Rhetoric of Example in Early Modern France and Italy (Princeton Legacy Library) can be
one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has
good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into
pleasure arrangement in writing Exemplum: The Rhetoric of Example in Early Modern France and Italy
(Princeton Legacy Library) however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Denise Kerrigan:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know everything
you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This e-book Exemplum: The Rhetoric of Example in Early Modern France and Italy (Princeton
Legacy Library) was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
science competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how
big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to
get book which you wanted.
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