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Focusing on the art of self-portraiture, this effortlessly engaging exploration of the lives of artists sheds
fascinating light on some of the most extraordinary portraits in art history. Self-portraits catch your eye.
They seem to do it deliberately. Walk into any art gallery and they draw attention to themselves. Come
across them in the world's museums and you get a strange shock of recognition, rather like glimpsing your
own reflection. For in picturing themselves artists reveal something far deeper than their own physical looks:
the truth about how they hope to be viewed by the world, and how they wish to see themselves. In this
beautifully written and lavishly illustrated book, Laura Cumming, art critic of the Observer, investigates the
drama of the self-portrait, from Durer, Rembrandt and Velazquez to Munch, Picasso, Warhol and the present
day. She considers how and why self-portraits look as they do and what they reveal about the artist's
innermost sense of self -- as well as the curious ways in which they may imitate our behaviour in real life.
Drawing on art, literature, history, philosophy and biography to examine the creative process in an entirely
fresh way, Cumming offers a riveting insight into the intimate truths and elaborate fictions of self-portraiture
and the lives of those who practise it. A work of remarkable depth, scope and power, this is a book for
anyone who has ever wondered about the strange dichotomy between the innermost self and the self we
choose to present for posterity -- our face to the world.
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From reader reviews:

Gerard Williams:

With other case, little individuals like to read book A Face to the World: On Self-Portraits. You can choose
the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book A Face to the
World: On Self-Portraits. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In
this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it
when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Sophia Hartman:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that
question since just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need that A Face to the World: On Self-Portraits
to read.

Thomas Major:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This A Face to the World: On Self-Portraits book is readable by means of you
who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable studying
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer regarding A
Face to the World: On Self-Portraits content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different such as it. So , do you
nevertheless thinking A Face to the World: On Self-Portraits is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Dennis Jenkins:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like A Face to the World: On Self-
Portraits which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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