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In our individualized society we are all artists of life - whether we know it or not, will it or not and like it or
not, by decree of society if not by our own choice. In this society we are all expected, rightly or wrongly, to
give our lives purpose and form by using our own skills and resources, even if we lack the tools and
materials with which artists' studios need to be equipped for the artist's work to be conceived and executed.
And we are praised or censured for the results - for what we have managed or failed to accomplish and for
what we have achieved and lost.
In our liquid modern society we are also taught to believe that the purpose of the art of life should be and can
be happiness - though it's not clear what happiness is, the images of a happy state keep changing and the
state of happiness remains most of the time something yet-to-be-reached.

This new book by Zygmunt Bauman - one of the most original and influential social thinkers writing today -
is not a book of designs for the art of life nor a 'how to' book: the construction of a design for life and the
way it is pursued is and cannot but be an individual responsibility and individual accomplishment. It is
instead a brilliant account of conditions under which our designs-for-life are chosen, of the constraints that
might be imposed on their choice and of the interplay of design, accident and character that shape their
implementation. Last but not least, it is a study of the ways in which our society - the liquid modern,
individualized society of consumers - influences (but does not determine) the way we construct and narrate
our life trajectories.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Magnuson:

The actual book The Art of Life has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of
advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research prior to
write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this book.

Harold McDonough:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Art of Life reserve written by well-known
writer who knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who also read the book.
Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty The Art of Life as good book not simply by the cover
but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Lyman Johnson:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This The Art of Life is simple to
bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the
printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save typically the
book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Wendy Miller:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students
but native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. With
the book The Art of Life we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be
creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life at this book The Art of Life. You can more attractive than now.
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