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The short stories of Ohio-born William Dean Howells (1837-1920), the leading figure in American realism,
have been largely unknown to the reading public, at least partly because of their general unavailability and
because of the difficulties of identifying, among Howells's voluminous short writings, those that are clearly
short stories.

Selected Short Stories of William Dean Howells includes the full texts of thirteen of Howells's short stories,
each preceded by a thorough critical analysis, and an annotated short story list, identifying and discussing all
of Howells's short stories.

His stories, often in surprisingly comic and fresh ways, explore the slippery nature of perception, the
variance between the ethical and the aesthetic points of view, the benefits and hazards of the creative
imagination, and the requirements and responsibilities of personal morality.

More than his novels or other writings, Howells's late stories reveal his fascination with psychology and his
interest in psychic phenomena. These forgotten stories expose a side of Howells unknown even to many
Americanists.

Conversely, the early stories are invaluable in revealing his development as a writer and his concern, even at
an early age, with themes that permeate the entire Howells canon.

Taken as a group, this carefully edited selection of short stories provides a complete and manageable
overview of the artistic and moral concerns of William Dean Howells and the span and evolution of his
contribution to this genre.
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From reader reviews:

Charlene Rodriquez:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Selected Short
Stories of William Dean Howells? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can
spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you
have different opinion?

Louise Rosenbaum:

The book Selected Short Stories of William Dean Howells can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Selected
Short Stories of William Dean Howells? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim
that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all
of these. Book Selected Short Stories of William Dean Howells has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it
has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is
very wonderful.

Gail Tate:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Selected Short
Stories of William Dean Howells is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Deborah Lacey:

The book Selected Short Stories of William Dean Howells will bring that you the new experience of reading
any book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book
very ideal to you. The book Selected Short Stories of William Dean Howells is much recommended to you to
see. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.
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