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Richard Longstreth is one of the few historians to focus on ordinary commercial buildings -- buildings
usually associated with commercial builders and real estate developers rather than architects and thus
generally overlooked by historians of "high" architecture.

Here Longstreth explores the early development of two kinds of retail space that have become ubiquitous in
the United States in the second half of the twentieth century. One, external, is devoted to the circulation and
parking of automobiles on retail premises. Longstreth analyzes the origins of this development in the 1910s
and 1920s, with the super service station and then the drive-in market. The other type of space, internal, was
introduced soon thereafter with the single-story supermarket. The most innovative aspect of the supermarket
was how its interior was designed for high-volume turnover of a large selection of goods with a minimum of
staff assistance. Longstreth focuses on Los Angeles, the principal center for the development of both kinds of
space, during the period from the mid-1910s to the early 1940s. This richly illustrated study integrates
architectural, cultural, economic, and urban factors to describe the evolution of retailing and how it has
affected the urban landscape.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Davis:

The book The Drive-In, the Supermarket, and the Transformation of Commercial Space in Los Angeles,
1914-1941 make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable much more increase.
Book can to be your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you
can make reading through a book The Drive-In, the Supermarket, and the Transformation of Commercial
Space in Los Angeles, 1914-1941 being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if
you like wide open and read a e-book The Drive-In, the Supermarket, and the Transformation of Commercial
Space in Los Angeles, 1914-1941. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia
or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Deborah Beaudry:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to be study.
The Drive-In, the Supermarket, and the Transformation of Commercial Space in Los Angeles, 1914-1941
can be your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Kevin Shepherd:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By book
The Drive-In, the Supermarket, and the Transformation of Commercial Space in Los Angeles, 1914-1941 we
can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person must like to read
a book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change
your life with this book The Drive-In, the Supermarket, and the Transformation of Commercial Space in Los
Angeles, 1914-1941. You can more desirable than now.

Kevin Williams:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book The Drive-In, the Supermarket,
and the Transformation of Commercial Space in Los Angeles, 1914-1941 to make your current reading is
interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to
choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about book and studying
especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and go through it. Beside that the
publication The Drive-In, the Supermarket, and the Transformation of Commercial Space in Los Angeles,



1914-1941 can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must
you're doing of this time.
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