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If the gaze can be understood to mark the disjuncture between how we see ourselves and how we want to be
seen by others, the cosmetic gaze--in Bernadette Wegenstein's groundbreaking formulation--is one through
which the act of looking at our bodies and those of others is already informed by the techniques,
expectations, and strategies (often surgical) of bodily modification. It is, Wegenstein says, also a moralizing
gaze, a way of looking at bodies as awaiting both physical and spiritual improvement. In The Cosmetic Gaze,
Wegenstein charts this synthesis of outer and inner transformation. Wegenstein shows how the cosmetic gaze
underlies the "rebirth" celebrated in today's makeover culture and how it builds upon a body concept that has
collapsed into its mediality. In today's beauty discourse--on reality TV and Web sites that collect "bad plastic
surgery"--we yearn to experience a bettered self that has been reborn from its own flesh and is now itself,
like a digitally remastered character in a classic Hollywood movie, immortal. Wegenstein traces the cosmetic
gaze from eighteenth-century ideas about physiognomy through television makeover shows and facial-
recognition software to cinema--which, like our other screens, never ceases to show us our bodies as they
could be, drawing life from the very cosmetic gaze it transmits.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Cross:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Cosmetic Gaze: Body Modification and the
Construction of Beauty. Try to stumble through book The Cosmetic Gaze: Body Modification and the
Construction of Beauty as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and
beside associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The
book makes you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make
new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Tom Rivera:

The book The Cosmetic Gaze: Body Modification and the Construction of Beauty gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
looking at a book The Cosmetic Gaze: Body Modification and the Construction of Beauty being your habit,
you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or
all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a book The Cosmetic Gaze: Body
Modification and the Construction of Beauty. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Bertha Morrison:

This The Cosmetic Gaze: Body Modification and the Construction of Beauty tend to be reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Cosmetic Gaze: Body
Modification and the Construction of Beauty can be on the list of great books you must have is actually
giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock
your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever
your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Cosmetic Gaze: Body Modification
and the Construction of Beauty forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving
you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in
reading.

James Johnson:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept The Cosmetic
Gaze: Body Modification and the Construction of Beauty suitable to you? Often the book was written by
famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Cosmetic Gaze: Body Modification and the
Construction of Beautyis the one of several books in which everyone read now. This particular book was



inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know
before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know
the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you see
the represented of the world on this book.
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