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Along with the Harley-Davidson motorcycle, hot rods and custom cars are powerful symbols of resistance,
rebellion, and the high-octane lifestyle. Since the 1950s, these flashy restyled automobiles have occupied a
unigue place in American popular mythology.

Cooal Cars, High Art: The Rise of Kustom Kulture checks out this particularly male subculture with an up-
closelook at customized car art and the artists who create it. Through amazing technical mastery, coupled
with a uniquely American imagination, these motorheads transform mass-produced products of industry into
unique hand-crafted pieces of art called "rods" and "customs.”

Thisfirst full-length study to focus on the practice of hot rodding and car customizing argues not only that
this "kustom kulture" deserves consideration as a source of legitimate art forms but also that the rise of
American car customizing reflects the attitudes and ideas of the teen culture that emerged in the 1950s.
While tracing the evolution of styles, this book examines specific cars and the progression of car culture
through the 1990s.

Coal Cars, High Art: The Rise of Kustom Kulture argues moreover that in this car art the theories of
modernism meld with popular culture. In their beauty, in the sophistication of their designs, and in their
formal play, these transformed, re-imagined cars parallel the ideas, techniques, and achievement of high-art
modernists. And as high art progresses into postmodernism, so too does customized car culture.

Despite the longevity and the magnitude of Kustom Kulture, this far-reaching contribution to American art
has largely been ignored by mainstream critics. While postul ating the cause of this anomaly, this book
guestions what is meant by art and how preconceived notions of gender, race, and class often prevent the
recognition of creativity in places where imagination is not anticipated.

John F. DeWitt, an associate professor of English and the acting director of the liberal arts program at the
University of the Artsin Philadelphia, is the author of several books of poetry. He has been published in The
New American Review and New Geography of American Poets.
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From reader reviews:
Ronald M offatt:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for usto find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their achance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Cool Cars, High Art: The Rise of Kustom Kulture.

Carlee Smith:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have extratime? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question
since just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on guarderia until university need that Cool Cars, High Art: The Rise of Kustom Kulture
to read.

PhillisRies:

In this erawhich isthe greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
have to do isjust spending your time not much but quite enough to get alook at some books. One of many
books in the top record in your reading list will be Cool Cars, High Art: The Rise of Kustom Kulture. This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking
way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Mar cie Johnson:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By
book Cool Cars, High Art: The Rise of Kustom Kulture we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be
creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable
with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book Cool Cars, High Art: The Rise of
Kustom Kulture. Y ou can more appealing than now.
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