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W. K. Clifford (1845-1879) was a noted mathematician and popularizer of science in the Victorian era.
Although he made major contributions in the field of geometry, he is perhaps best known for a short essay he
wrote in 1876, entitled ""The Ethics of Belief"", in which he argued that ""It is wrong always, everywhere,
and for any one, to believe anything upon insufficient evidence."" Delivered initially as an address to the
august Metaphysical Society (whose members included such luminaries as Alfred Lord Tennyson, William
Gladstone, T. H. Huxley, and assorted scientists, clerics and philosophers of differing metaphysical views,
""The Ethics of Belief"" became a rallying cry for freethinkers and a bone of contention for religious
apologists. It continues to be discussed today as an exemplar of what is called 'evidentialism', a key point in
current philosophy of religion debates over justification of knowledge claims. In this book, Timothy J.
Madigan examines the continuing relevance of ""The Ethics of Belief"" to epistemological and ethical
concerns. He places the essay within the historical context, especially the so-called 'Victorian Crisis of Faith'
of which Clifford was a key player. Clifford's own life and interests are dealt with as well, along with the
responses to his essay by his contemporaries, the most famous of which was William James's ""The Will to
Believe."" Madigan provides an overview of modern-day critics of Cliffordian evidentialism, as well as
examining thinkers who were positively influenced by him, including Bertrand Russell, who was perhaps
Clifford's most influential successor as an advocate of intellectual honesty. The book ends with a defense of
""The Ethics of Belief"" from a virtue-theory approach, and argues that Clifford utilizes an ""as-if""
methodology to encourage intellectual inquiry and communal truth-seeking.' The Ethics of Belief' continues
to provoke and stimulate controversy, which was perhaps Clifford's own fondest hope, although he had no
right to believe it would do so.
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From reader reviews:

Ernestine Miller:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled W. K. Clifford and the ""Ethics of Belief. Try to make book W. K.
Clifford and the ""Ethics of Belief as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you
experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in
your case. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us
make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Jimmy Borrelli:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline W. K. Clifford and
the ""Ethics of Belief suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. The book
untitled W. K. Clifford and the ""Ethics of Beliefis the one of several books this everyone read now. This
book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape
that you ever know before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. To help you see the represented of the world in this book.

Doris McNeal:

The reason? Because this W. K. Clifford and the ""Ethics of Belief is an unordinary book that the inside of
the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading
this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way makes the content
inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a
lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

James Coles:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you study a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The W. K.
Clifford and the ""Ethics of Belief provide you with new experience in reading a book.
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