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Now in its sixth edition, this historically organized introductory text treats philosophy as a dramatic and
continuous story--a conversation about humankind's deepest and most persistent concerns. Tracing the
exchange of ideas among history's key philosophers, The Great Conversation: A Historical Introduction to
Philosophy, Sixth Edition, demonstrates that while constructing an argument or making a claim, one
philosopher almost always has others in mind. The book addresses the fundamental questions of human life:
Who are we? What can we know? How should we live? and What sort of reality do we inhabit?

The sixth edition retains the distinctive feature of previous editions: author Norman Melchert provides a
generous selection of excerpts from major philosophical works and makes them more easily understandable
to students with his lucid and engaging explanations. Ranging from the Pre-Socratics to Derrida, Quine, and
Dennett, the selections are organized historically and include four complete works: Plato's Euthyphro,
Apology, and Crito, and Descartes' Meditations on First Philosophy. The author's commentary offers a rich
intellectual and cultural context for the philosophical ideas conveyed in the excerpts. Extensive cross-
referencing shows students how philosophers respond appreciatively or critically to the thoughts of other
philosophers. The text is enhanced by two types of exercises--"Basic Questions" and "For Further Thought"-
-and fifty illustrations.

NEW TO THE SIXTH EDITION:

* Coverage of Taoism, Iris Murdoch, and Zen
* An expanded portrait of Jean-Paul Sartre
* A more concise, single-chapter treatment of Wittgenstein (Chapter 22)
* Key terms, boldfaced throughout and listed at chapter ends
* Brief and provocative quotations that stimulate thought and provoke questions
* A new section on how to read philosophy
* A new appendix: Writing a Philosophy Paper
* A two-color format that enhances the text's visual appeal
* A Companion Website at www.oup.com/us/melchert featuring resources for students including key
points, flashcards, multiple-choice questions, and Internet resources
* A revised Instructor's Manual and Test Bank (available on the companion website and on CD)
containing key points, teaching suggestions, and multiple-choice, short-answer, and essay exam questions

The Great Conversation, Sixth Edition, is also available in two paperback volumes to suit your course needs.
Volume I: Pre-Socratics through Descartes includes chapters 1-13 of the combined volume, while Volume
II: Descartes through Derrida and Quine includes chapters 12-25.
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From reader reviews:

Stanley Wells:

The book The Great Conversation: A Historical Introduction to Philosophy can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book The Great
Conversation: A Historical Introduction to Philosophy? Some of you have a different opinion about guide.
But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these.
Book The Great Conversation: A Historical Introduction to Philosophy has simple shape but the truth is
know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a book. So
it is very wonderful.

Joshua Mendez:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is high.
For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you that The Great Conversation: A Historical
Introduction to Philosophy book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

John Guenther:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent all day long to reading a e-book. The book The Great Conversation: A Historical Introduction to
Philosophy it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book.
You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this
book possesses high quality.

Jennifer Newhouse:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of book The
Great Conversation: A Historical Introduction to Philosophy. You can add your knowledge by it. Without
making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most
crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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