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Bringing contemporary critical theory to bear on Beowulf, the author explores the literary originality of a
poem often treated as oral and traditional. He grounds his work in three axioms about Beowulf. First, the
poem cannot be dated with certainty and must be considered a portrait of an imaginary society. Second, the
epic, a long narrative poem of the heroic age, is not necessarily a traditional genre. And third, there is no
reason to believe that Beowulf was anything more than a fictitious hero invented by the poet.

The first half of the book examines the literary treatment of such concepts as space and time, history and
transcendence , and orality and literacy, in Beowulf and other Old English poems. The author’s method here
is mostly phenomenological—the sort of intellectual and religious history exemplified by Paul Ricoeur. The
second half is dominated by psychoanalysis, beginning with the psychoanalytic anthropology of Victor
Turner and René Girard. Then Freud leads the author to consider questions of individual consciousness,
creativity, and reader response. The book concludes by probing the creative autonomy of the Beowulf poet
as well as of the reader, and their mutual interest in the hero’s freedom beyond his fate.
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From reader reviews:

Lucille Renner:

The book Thinking About ‘Beowulf’ can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Why then must we leave the best thing like a book Thinking About ‘Beowulf’? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are
able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Thinking About ‘Beowulf’ has simple
shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide
open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

William Marshall:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Thinking About
‘Beowulf’ book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a
book.

Silvia Smedley:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Thinking About ‘Beowulf’, you are able to
enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can
happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

John Moreno:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Thinking About ‘Beowulf’ to make your
reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to choose
straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the book
Thinking About ‘Beowulf’ can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using
what must you're doing of the time.
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