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During the heyday of Hollywood’s studio system, stars were carefully cultivated and promoted, but at the
price of their independence. This familiar narrative of Hollywood stardom receives a long-overdue shakeup
in Emily Carman’s new book. Far from passive victims of coercive seven-year contracts, a number of classic
Hollywood’s best-known actresses worked on a freelance basis within the restrictive studio system. In
leveraging their stardom to play an active role in shaping their careers, female stars including Irene Dunne,
Janet Gaynor, Miriam Hopkins, Carole Lombard, and Barbara Stanwyck challenged Hollywood’s patriarchal
structure.

Through extensive, original archival research, Independent Stardom uncovers this hidden history of women’s
labor and celebrity in studio-era Hollywood. Carman weaves a compelling narrative that reveals the risks
these women took in deciding to work autonomously. Additionally, she looks at actresses of color, such as
Anna May Wong and Lupe Vélez, whose careers suffered from the enforced independence that resulted from
being denied long-term studio contracts. Tracing the freelance phenomenon among American motion picture
talent in the 1930s, Independent Stardom rethinks standard histories of Hollywood to recognize female stars
as creative artists, sophisticated businesswomen, and active players in the then (as now) male-dominated film
industry.
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From reader reviews:

Norman Eiland:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Independent Stardom: Freelance Women in the Hollywood
Studio System (Texas Film and Media Studies). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book.
Providing we know about how is important some sort of book Independent Stardom: Freelance Women in
the Hollywood Studio System (Texas Film and Media Studies). You can add expertise and of course you can
around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From
your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing
you may know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-
book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

John Jacquez:

This Independent Stardom: Freelance Women in the Hollywood Studio System (Texas Film and Media
Studies) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have
by reading this book is definitely information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is
getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This Independent Stardom: Freelance Women in
the Hollywood Studio System (Texas Film and Media Studies) without we comprehend teach the one who
reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry Independent Stardom: Freelance
Women in the Hollywood Studio System (Texas Film and Media Studies) can bring any time you are and not
make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
mobile phone. This Independent Stardom: Freelance Women in the Hollywood Studio System (Texas Film
and Media Studies) having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Harold McDonough:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this
Independent Stardom: Freelance Women in the Hollywood Studio System (Texas Film and Media Studies).

Jody Watson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may



doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Independent Stardom: Freelance Women in the
Hollywood Studio System (Texas Film and Media Studies) why because the great cover that make you
consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as
the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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