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In December 1995, the FDA approved the release of protease inhibitors, the first effective treatment for
AIDS. For countless people, the drug offered a reprieve from what had been a death sentence; for others, it
was too late. In the United States alone, over 318,000 people had already died from AIDS-related
complications—among them the singer Michael Callen and the poet Essex Hemphill.

Meticulously researched and evocatively told, Hold Tight Gently is the celebrated historian Martin
Duberman’s poignant memorial to those lost to AIDS and to two of the great unsung heroes of the early
years of the epidemic.
Callen, a white gay Midwesterner who had moved to New York, became a leading figure in the movement to
increase awareness of AIDS in the face of willful and homophobic denial under the Reagan administration;
Hemphill, an African American gay man, contributed to the black gay and lesbian scene in Washington,
D.C., with poetry of searing intensity and introspection.

A profound exploration of the intersection of race, sexuality, class, identity, and the politics of AIDS
activism beyond ACT UP, Hold Tight Gently captures both a generation struggling to cope with the deadly
disease and the extraordinary refusal of two men to give in to despair.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Smith:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the guide untitled Hold Tight Gently: Michael Callen, Essex Hemphill, and the
Battlefield of AIDS can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Essie Ryan:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a guide. The book Hold Tight Gently: Michael Callen, Essex Hemphill, and the Battlefield of AIDS
it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-
book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this
book possesses high quality.

Regina Nichols:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just telling
lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Hold Tight Gently: Michael Callen, Essex
Hemphill, and the Battlefield of AIDS can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and
so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these publications have than the others?

Regina Schubert:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Hold Tight Gently: Michael Callen, Essex
Hemphill, and the Battlefield of AIDS was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we
know that book Hold Tight Gently: Michael Callen, Essex Hemphill, and the Battlefield of AIDS has many
kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and
think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up
you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading
that.
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