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This first volume of the Official History of the UK Civil Service covers its evolution from the Northcote-
Trevelyan Report of 1854 to the first years of Mrs Thatcher’s government in 1981.

Despite current concerns with good governance and policy delivery, little serious attention has been paid to
the institution vital to both: the Civil Service. This Official History is designed to remedy this by placing
present problems in historical context and by providing a helpful structure in which others, and particularly
former officials, may contribute to the debate. Starting with the seminal 1854 Northcote-Trevelyan Report, it
covers the ‘lost opportunity’ of the 1940s when the Service failed to adapt the needs of ‘big government’ as
advocated by Beveridge and Keynes. It then examines, in greater detail, the belated attempts at
modernisation in the 1960s, the Service’s vilification in the 1970s and the final destruction of the ‘old order’
during the first years of Mrs Thatcher’s government.

Particular light is shed on the origins of such current concerns as

the role of special advisers●

the need for a Prime Minister’s Department●

the evolution of Parliamentary Select Committees to resolve the potential tension between bureaucracy and●

Parliamentary democracy.

This Official History is based on extensive research into both recently released and unreleased papers as well
as interviews with leading participants. It has important lessons to offer all those, both inside and outside the



UK, seeking to improve the quality of democratic government.

This book will be of great interest to all students of British history, British government and politics, and of
public administration in general.
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From reader reviews:

Tasha Page:

The book The Official History of the British Civil Service: Reforming the Civil Service, Volume I: The
Fulton Years, 1966-81 (Government Official History Series) can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book
The Official History of the British Civil Service: Reforming the Civil Service, Volume I: The Fulton Years,
1966-81 (Government Official History Series)? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one
aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with
your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book The Official History of the British Civil Service: Reforming the Civil Service, Volume I: The
Fulton Years, 1966-81 (Government Official History Series) has simple shape however, you know: it has
great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is
very wonderful.

Mary Goldstein:

Here thing why this kind of The Official History of the British Civil Service: Reforming the Civil Service,
Volume I: The Fulton Years, 1966-81 (Government Official History Series) are different and reliable to be
yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the
content is as delicious as food or not. The Official History of the British Civil Service: Reforming the Civil
Service, Volume I: The Fulton Years, 1966-81 (Government Official History Series) giving you information
deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar with The
Official History of the British Civil Service: Reforming the Civil Service, Volume I: The Fulton Years,
1966-81 (Government Official History Series). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own
personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you.
It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you
are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Official History of the British
Civil Service: Reforming the Civil Service, Volume I: The Fulton Years, 1966-81 (Government Official
History Series) in e-book can be your choice.

Sherrill Height:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than other.
Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do is just spending
your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books in the top listing
in your reading list is actually The Official History of the British Civil Service: Reforming the Civil Service,
Volume I: The Fulton Years, 1966-81 (Government Official History Series). This book and that is qualified
as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up and review this
publication you can get many advantages.



Jennifer Pittman:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book The Official History of the British Civil
Service: Reforming the Civil Service, Volume I: The Fulton Years, 1966-81 (Government Official History
Series) to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading proficiency is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about
book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside
that the reserve The Official History of the British Civil Service: Reforming the Civil Service, Volume I: The
Fulton Years, 1966-81 (Government Official History Series) can to be your brand-new friend when you're
sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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